IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please cancel claims 1-6 without prejudice, and add new claims 7-12 as 

follows: 

7. (New) A flying head slider comprising: 
a slider body; 

a generally flat bottom surface defined on the slider body, an upstream end of 
the bottom surface being defined along a first datum line extending in a lateral direction of 
the sUder body; 

a front rail standing on the bottom surface near an upstream end of the slider 

body; 

at least a front air bearing surface defined on the front rail, the front air bearing 
surface having a front contour extending along parallel second datum lines intersecting the 
first datum line at a predetermined inclined angle; 

a rear rail standing on the bottom surface near a downstream end of the slider 

body; and 

a rear air bearing surface defined on the rear rail. 
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8. (New) The flying head slider according to claim 7, wherein a step is 
defined on a top surface of the front rail at least along the front contour of the front air 
bearing surface. 

9. (New) A flying head slider comprising: 
a slider body; 

a generally flat bottom surface defined on the shder body, an upstream end of 
the bottom surface being defined along a first datum line extending in a lateral direction of 
the slider body; 

a front rail standing on the bottom surface near an upstream end of the slider 

body; 

front air bearing surfaces defined on the front rail, upstream contours of the 
front air bearing surfaces being defined along parallel second datum lines, respectively, 
intersecting the first datum line at a predetermined incUned angle; 

a rear rail standing on the bottom surface near a downstream end of the slider 

body; and 

a rear air bearing surface defined on the rear rail. 
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10. (New) The flying head slider according to claim 9, wherein steps are 
defined on a top surface of the front rail at least along the upstream contours of the front air 
bearing surfaces. 

1 1 . (New) A flying head slider comprising: 
a slider body; 

a generally flat bottom surface defined on the sUder body, an upstream end of 
the bottom surface being defined along a first datum line extending in a lateral direction of 
the sUder body; 

a front rail standing on the bottom surface near an upstream end of the sUder 

body; 

first and second front air bearing surfaces defined on the front rail, an upstream 
contour of the first front air bearing surface being defined along a second datum line 
intersecting the first datum Une at an inclined angle, an upstream contour of the second front 
air bearing surface being defined along a third datum line intersecting the first datum line at 
an inclined angle; 

a rear rail standing on the bottom surface near a downstream end of the slider 

body; and 

a rear air bearing surface defined on the rear rail. 
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12. (New) The flying head slider according to claim 1 1 , wherein steps are 
defined on a top surface of the front rail at least along the upstream contours of the first and 
second front air bearing surface, respectively. 
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